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PART 1

 The Place Name Act

 Client/server application SSRSak

 Services 
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HISTORY

 The Norwegian Mapping Authority started to co-operate with 

place name advisers at the University around 1880.

 Since the regulations of 1957, we have worked according to 

regulations together with the name advisory service but only 

for maps on land and sea in scales from 1:50 000 and smaller.

 Large scale maps in 1:5000 was given place names by local 

committee on the municipality level since that scale was a local 

responsibility. 
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CENTRAL PLACENAME REGISTER 

(SSR) 

The Place Name Act

 Place-Names Act of 18th May 1990 was giving the Norwegian 

Mapping Authority responsibility for the Central Place-Names 

Register (SSR) 

 The Act says that all spellings used in public documentation

earlier than 1.7.1991 er accepted forms, but all name forms 

adopted after this date must be treated according to the Place 

name act 
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Icons with “queries”
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Represent present place name data from 2010

Updated continually on the mapscale 1:50’

Presented by using WEB-services
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Represent present air photos

Updated at present every 10th year
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Represent present place name data on seamap
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EKSEMPEL FRA SSR
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Technical solution for the ”place 

name environment”

SSRSak Edit.SYS
WEB-service 

Namesearch

L-1:50 000

Fire wall
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WEB-services for “maps”SSR-base  

Interface
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Municipal

Rescue
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Newspaper

n.n.
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2009
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INTERNET / WEB-SERVICE 

EXTERN-WEB-SITE

Bjørnevatn
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INTERNET / WEB-SERVICE 

EXTERN-WEB-SITE

Bjørnevatn
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INTERNET / WEB-SERVICE 

EXTERN-WEB-SITE

Bjørnevatn
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AREA FOR PLACENAMES FROM SSR
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INTERNET / WEB-SERVICE 

Bjørnevatn

Virtual keyboard
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EKSTERNAL USER

Copies of names 

from SSR to 

GPS systems.

Handheld GPS

Car navigation
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PROBLEMS IN DIFFERENCES IN UPDATING

Vis Veg from Road departement SSRSak from Mapping Agency

Old position, old way of spelling
Old position, new way of spelling
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INTERNET / WEB-SERVICE 

EXTERN-WEB-SITE

Lista Aluminiumsverk
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INTERNET / WEB-SERVICE

FUTURE SOLUTION FOR UPDATING WITH NEW NAMES

FROM LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

Bjørnevatn
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EXCHANGE FORMAT : SOSI

.HODE                                  

..TEGNSETT ISO8859-10                  

..TRANSPAR                             

...KOORDSYS 22                         

...ORIGO-NØ   0 0                      

...ENHET   1.0                         

..OMRÅDE                               

...MIN-NØ 6471206 291581               

...MAX-NØ 6807478 613232               

..SOSI-VERSJON   3.41 20041027         

..SOSI-NIVÅ   2                        

..DATO 20061128                        

..KVALITET 50 1500                     

..PRODUSENT "Statens kartverk"         

..EIER "Statens kartverk"              

.TEKST 1:

..OBJTYPE Navneenhet

..TTEMA 5000

..NAVNTYPE 108

..KOMM 1021

..KSOKN 3

..DATO 20050623

..SSR

...SSR-ID 5830

...SSR-OBJID 5851

...SNAVN "Ask"

...SNTYSTAT H

...SNMYND SK

...SNSPRÅK NO

...SNGAB

....GID 127 2 

..NØ

6471206 418376
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EXCHANGE FORMAT : EXCEL

MAX APP. 16500 LINES.
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CENTRAL PLACE NAME REGISTER (SSR) 

DATE 6.12.2010

 As a summary we have 893 792 place names that can be 

written in 1 045 388 different ways with one or more names to 

each geographical place. 

 From these place names we can extract 939036 by the law 

accepted official place names.

 These place names represent in our database more than 1 

768 640 different occurrences on maps or other type of 

documentation.
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THE CLIENT APPLICATION 

We started developing a solution for more advanced use than 
only for mapping. 
 The system should be able to handle data related to the same 

geographical point with:
- more than one place-name related to the same geographic 

object
- names in different languages; Kven, Sami (three 
languages)and Norwegian. All official place names are 
handled equally.       

- different historical, official and unofficial   
spellings of the same name.

- elements / occurences (maps/roadsigns/registers) 
using the placenames with the correct position.

 All the legal elements in the Place-Names Act should be taken 
care of.
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DATABASE

Physical  object

Name unit

Spelling

Occurrence

1

1 - M

1

1 - M

1

1 - M

Data model:
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DATABASE EXAMPLE

 Data model: An example of a place with names in two different 

languages. Majority language Norwegian has two place names and 

minority language Sami has one place name

Physical object

"in the North of 

Norway"

Name unit 1.0

Sami

Name unit 2.0

Norwegian 

Spelling 

1.1

Spelling 

2.1

Spelling 

3.2

Occurrence 

1.1.1

1:50 000

Occurrence 

2.1.1

1:50 000

Occurrence 

3.1.1

1:50 000

Occurrence 

3.2.2

ØK 1:5 000

Name unit 3.0

Norwegian

Spelling 

3.1

Occurrence 

3.2.1

Turistmap

A future connection 

to a distributed 

database

e.a ROADS, HYDRO
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PROSPECTIVE STANDARDISING 

Academic 

onomastic

place name 

groups

Place name 

register group

Presentation 

land / sea 

groups

1 2 3

Standard ??

Cartographic elementsLegal elementsOnomastic elements

In future perhaps ??:

Onomastic, Legal and Cartographic elements (together 

??)

Common standard i SOSI-form

Standard ?? Structured Query Language ( SQL )
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Romania EU-member 2007

INTERNATIONAL I
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INTERNATIONAL II
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INTERNATIONAL III
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CROATIAN 
PLACENAME-DB

(PROPOSAL)

INTERNATIONAL 

IV
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VĂ MULŢUMESC PENTRU ATENŢIE 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

JOHNNY ANDERSEN

E-POST : JOHNNY.ANDERSEN@STATKART.NO

TEL     +47 32 11 81 00 STATENS KARTVERK 


